University of South Florida

Scholar Commons
Newspaper collection

The Weekly Challenger

2013-11-14

The Weekly Challenger : 2013 : 11 : 14
The Weekly Challenger, et al

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger

Recommended Citation
The Weekly Challenger, et al, "The Weekly Challenger : 2013 : 11 : 14" (2013). Newspaper collection. 254.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger/254

This is brought to you for free and open access by the The Weekly Challenger at Scholar Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Newspaper collection by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more
information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

2 COMMUNITY: Sen. Joyner

5 COMMUNITY: Next STEPP Center

8 COMMUNITY: Boxing in St. Pete

9 HEALTH & BEAUTY Who’s doing your hair?

The Weekly Challenger







  



Breaking
Free
celebrates
nine years

Mayorelect
Kriseman
appoints
deputy
mayor

Dr. Clarissa
Hersey-James
BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Supporters as well as former
and current clients of Breaking Free By Faith Outreach
Ministries, Inc. gathered to
celebrate with founders
Ernest and Dr. Clarissa
Hersey-James the ninth anniversary of the not for profit
organization Sat., Nov. 9 at
the Enoch Davis Center.
With the need for transitional housing for homeless
people with substance abuse,
domestic violence, mental
health issues and those
being released from jail or
prison so great, St. Petersburg is blessed with the
Jameses and their ministry.
Established in 2004,
Breaking Free provides shelter, transitional, affordable/
permanent housing to help
them transition back into society and work toward selfsufficiency.
Standing before the
room, Hersey-James was
proud to say that she was 27
years free from addiction.
She knows firsthand the difficulties of overcoming dependency and abuse, and
Breaking Free is a testament
to her hard work.
“I have seen you go
through much adversity and
you broke through,” Bonnie
Marshall with Community
Action Stops Abuse (CASA)
said. “Now you’re saving the
least, the last and the lost.
See CELEBRATE, page 6

William C. Scott, left, John Tyrone Ayers and Samuel L. Blossom (deceased) were honored with the
Congressional Gold Medal Fri., Nov. 8 at Wildwood Recreation Center.



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
William C. Scott is a marine, a Montford Point
Marine. And when he
walked into the St. Petersburg Housing and ComDevelopment
munity
office last year, he had no
idea that this distinction
would open the doors to a

rehabbed home and a
medal for distinguished
service. A medal that has
been a long time coming.
Linda Byars was working the day Mr. Scott
dropped by to find out if
he could get some assistance in repairing his
roof. Wearing his red
United States Marine
Corp cap, he got her at-

tention.
“I think the first thing
he said to me was ‘I’m a
U.S. Marine,’” Byars said.
When he left, she
looked him up and realized he was not only a marine, but part of the
original Montford Point
Marines, the first black
unit of the U.S. Marines
Corps. “I did my re-

search,” Byars continued,
“and I said, this is history.”
So along with city officials and a whole community of volunteers willing
to donate their time and
money, she set out to get
the necessary paperwork
completed so that Mr.
Scott, who served in
See MARINE, page 7

Sylvia’s ribbon cutting ceremony
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Midtown is now set to have
its own mark on the national map with the grand
opening of Sylvia’s Queen
of Soul Food™ this past
weekend. Located at 642
22nd St. S., the southern
comfort dishes promise to
be pleasing to the palette,
while that southern hospitality they’re famous for is
set to reign queen at the

Manhattan Casino.
“This is a momentous
day,” exclaimed Tamara
Felton-Howard, Vice President and General Counsel
for Urban Development
Solutions (UDS) at the ribbon cutting ceremony Friday night.
And she was not alone.
From elected officials to
just plain hungry folks, all
were present and all were
in awe of the completed
See SYLVIA’S, page 4

Bettye and Larry Newsome

Dr. Kanika Tomalin

ST. PETERSBURG —
African Americans turned
out their highest vote count
in recorded history during
last week’s election, and
Mayor-elect Rick Kriseman
is already proving true to
his campaign trail commitment to renew the city’s
focus on development in
south St. Petersburg.
The new mayor announced today at a City Hall
press conference that he
will appoint as Deputy
Mayor the eminently qualified Dr. Kanika Tomalin to
help lead his new administration – a decision that represents the full thrust of
Kriseman’s policy paradigm.
Tomalin, who, for more
than a decade, led governmental affairs, policy and
planning for the former
Bayfront Health System,
was considered ideal for the
deputy mayor post, not least
for her top role in steering
Bayfront through its $200
million acquisition by
Health Management Associates, the nation’s thirdlargest
investor-owned
healthcare company.
Since April of 2013,
when the Bayfront-HMA
partnership was officially
sealed, Tomalin served in
multiple capacities for

See TOMALIN, page 3


                                                                  

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Sen. Joyner’s 50th anniversary of
standing for civil rights

Students needed to be
youth ambassadors

TALLAHASSEE – In
the late summer of 1963,
Arthenia Joyner was one
of more than 200 students
arrested for protesting the
segregation of The Florida
Theater – a popular
whites-only movie house
in the Capital City—just a
few blocks from the state
Capitol.
Her second act of defiance in less than six
months landed the Florida
A&M University student— now the incoming
leader of the Florida Senate Democratic Caucus—
in the Leon County Jail,
where she would remain
for two weeks.
Last Wed., Nov. 6,
members of the Caucus
gathered to mark the 50th
anniversary of Joyner’s
stand for equality, and to
highlight legislation they
filed to advance the cause
of civil rights in Florida.
“Today, we honor a pioneer among us, a woman
so determined in her
struggle for civil rights
she was willing to go to jail
to achieve them,” said Senator Darren Soto, an Orlando Democrat who has
re-filed legislation (SB 96)
allowing Hispanic and
other legal immigrants receiving deferred action
(DACA) with no criminal
history to obtain a driver’s
license.
“Because of her actions, the path has opened
for us to step up to the
plate on behalf of other
people, other groups, and
other communities whose
turn for equality and civil
rights has come,” Soto
continued.
Civil rights legislation
sponsored by the Senate
Democrats includes Senate Bill 300 by Senator
Dwight Bullard (D-Miami)
which would end the disparity in higher education
tuition rates for immigrant
children.
“Today education is
such a necessity in our
global
marketplace,”
Bullard said. “The fact that
we would charge some
students more for the
same education is absolutely absurd.”
Another bill would, unless required by law, “ban
the box” on criminal background check-off boxes on
initial employment applica-

ST. PETERSBURG —
St. Petersburg College is
looking for 20 high school
students to be Ambassadors for the Martin Luther
King Day of Service. As an
Ambassador, you will volunteer your time assisting
with a community service
project on January 20, 2014.
You may also be called
upon to help with related
activities prior to the Day of
Service.
This opportunity is an
excellent way to earn volunteer service hours and

build upon your school resume. If interested, please
go to www.spcollege.edu/

MLKService, and click
“Apply” or call (727) 3414130 and ask for Terri.

Modern Woodmen announces
new youth club

Sen. Arthenia Joyner
tions. “We expect those
who have broken the law
to pay their debt and then
become
contributing
members of society,” said
Senator Jeff Clemens (DLake Worth), the sponsor
of SB 234.
“Then we place so
many barriers in their way,
it pushes them back to a
life of crime. These practices disproportionately affect minorities and we
need to break the cycle,”
he finished.
A third bill zeroes in on
an issue of critical importance to rights of the
LGBT community, namely
setting statewide standards for domestic partnerships. “Last year the
Senate made history by
hearing this bill,” said Senator Eleanor Sobel (D-Hollywood) who is once again
sponsoring the domestic
partnership registry bill.
“This year, I want to make
history by passing the bill
through the Legislature.”
All of the legislation
highlighted last Wednesday is part of a larger package of measures sponsored

by Senate Democrats for
the 2014 legislative session
addressing issues of inequality and civil rights affecting
a
growing
multitude of Floridians.
Other such bills include protections of working pregnant women from
discrimination in places of
employment
proposed
(SB-220) by Senator Geraldine Thompson (D-Orlando), and Senate Bill 348
by Senator Joe Abruzzo
(D-Boynton Beach) which
would protect the LGBT
community from discrimination beyond employment, such as housing.
“The struggle for civil
rights is never ending,”
said Joyner. “Little did I
know 50 years ago that my
journey would take me
from the floor of the Leon
County Jail to the Floor of
the Florida Senate. But so
long as one group can be
isolated and demeaned because of the way they were
born, the place they were
born, or the conditions in
which they entered this
world, the struggle for
civil rights is not over.”

ST. PETERSBURG — A
new Modern Woodmen of
America Youth Service
Club is starting in St. Petersburg. The club will
have its first activity Dec.
14 starting at 1 p.m. at the
Skyway Mall, 4301 34th St.
S. Children up to age 16 are
invited to the activity to find
out about the benefits of
membership.
Marlo Scott will lead the
club and Tracy Timmerman, a local Modern Woodmen representative, will
sponsor the club’s monthly
activities.
“Since 1942, Modern
Woodmen Youth Service
Clubs have focused on volunteering, patriotism, education and fun. Currently
900 clubs across the country serve thousands of children,” said Timmerman.
“As a fraternal life insurer, our core values tie to
helping children, their families and their communities.
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benefit stockholders but to
improve the quality of life
of its stakeholders – members, their families and
their communities. This is
accomplished through social, charitable and volunteer activities. Annually,
Modern Woodmen and its
members provided nearly
$29 million and 1 million
volunteer hours for community projects nationwide.
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And that’s why we’re proud
to sponsor positive activities for our members,” Timmerman added.
If you’d like more information about becoming a
member of this new club,
call Timmerman at (727)
687-3778.
As a tax-exempt fraternal benefit society, Modern
Woodmen sells life insurance, annuity and investment products not to
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COMMUNITY NEWS
We were
not fooled
In an article in The
Weekly Challenger one week
prior to the 2013 mayoral
election, I posed the question: “Will we be fooled
again?” Four years ago I endorsed Bill Foster for mayor
after his opponent, who was
leading in the polls, made
comments the community
found offensive. Foster
made promises to the
African American community he failed to fulfill, implemented regressive policies,
and disbanded planning initiatives designed to facilitate
Midtown/Childs Park economic development. And,
in a disingenuous act of desperation two weeks prior to
the 2013 election, shabbily
opened a campaign office
on 22nd Street South; and
Goliath J. Davis, III, Ph.D.
promised to address the police pursuit issue and assign
a cabinet level appointee to lead an economic development initiative in Midtown.
Exercising their rights in our American democracy, a slate of individuals banded
together and formed an African-American coalition for Bill Foster. They were proudly
depicted in Foster campaign literature, as well as television and newspaper advertisements. Many have expressed their disappointment and surprise that the coalition
worked so hard to support an individual who blatantly ignored and disrespected the
African-American community.
I understand the disappointment, but will always defend the coalition’s right to
choose. Additionally, I will continue to love and support Midtown, Methodist Town,
Childs Park and the courageous men and women who work daily to carry on the
legacy of pride, and commitment to overcome politically and economically.
I am proud to be a descendant of hard working common folk, who never forgot
from whence they came, and taught me and my siblings to do the same. The 2013
mayor’s race and the Foster coalition have once again awakened and fortified the admonishment of my mother and grandparents to “stay with the people.” As my grandmother would always say: “Degrees don’t make you smart—ain’t no substitute for
mother wit and common sense.” The people were not fooled by Foster or the coalition.
I would be remiss if I did not take the opportunity to remind mayor-elect Kriseman
that the Midtown, Childs Park and Methodist Town communities, as well as the entire
city now await the fulfillment of the promises he made on the campaign trail. The reality of governing is not always consistent with campaigning. When the inconsistencies arise, speak candidly and truthfully. The people will understand. And keep in
mind, the inconsistencies should be the exception rather than the rule.
As always, I want to thank the many people I meet in stores, barber shops, beauty
salons, eating establishments and throughout the city for allowing me to serve you
and for your continued love and support. Rick Kriseman’s decisive victory is attributable to the fact he won all of the 19 African American voter precincts. We were not
fooled.

Goliath J. Davis, III, Ph.D.

A new day dawns – Mayor-elect Kriseman appoints
Tomalin as deputy mayor
From TOMALIN page 1

HMA, as Vice President of
External Affairs for the
Bayfront Health Network, a
Health Management system of seven hospitals that
stretch 150 miles along
Florida’s Gulf Coast and
also as Director of Strategy
for Health Management’s
Florida Group of 23 hospitals statewide.
Prior to joining Health
Management Associates,
she served as Vice President of Strategic Planning
& Public Affairs for
Bayfront Health System. In
addition
to
multiple
Bayfront leadership roles
that span a decade, she
worked at the St. Petersburg Times, the Palm
Beach Post, WTXL-TV in
Tallahassee, WAVE-TV in
Louisville, KY and WRXB
Radio in St. Petersburg.
Mayor-elect Kriseman
said: “Dr. Tomalin has
clearly demonstrated her
grasp of the dynamics and
nuances of large public systems. She is deeply connected to the community
and shares my commitment to advancing an
agenda of equality, opportunity and innovative solutions to our city’s most
pressing issues. We have
been fortunate to work together on policy decisions
that define quality of life
and healthcare in our community. Through these interactions I have come to
trust her expertise, dedication and integrity. She will
bring those same important qualities to my admin-

istration for the benefit of
our entire city.”
She is the fifth generation of her family to call St.
Petersburg home, and is
highly respected at both
the grassroots and upper
echelon of city leadership.
Tomalin’s
current
board positions include:
Vice-Chair of the St. Petersburg College Institute for
Strategic Policy Solutions;
Pinellas County Urban
League; St. Petersburg
Downtown Partnership;
Co-Chair of the Greenlight
Pinellas Countywide Transportation Initiative Business Committee; Pinellas
Enrichment for Mental
Health Services Advisory
Board; American Heart Association Go Red for
Women Executive Cabinet
and American Stage Professional Theater Company.
Prior board posts include her service to YWCA
of Tampa Bay; Florida
Holocaust Museum; Canterbury School of Florida;
Great Explorations Children’s Museum; University
of South Florida St. Pete
Celebrates! Host Committee and the Morean Arts
Center.
She has received numerous honors and appointments, including: The
Florida Diversity Council
“Glass Ceiling Award” and
finalist for Tampa Bay Business Journal’s “Young Business Woman of the Year” in
2013; one of “Florida’s
Most Powerful and Influen-

tial Women” by the National Diversity Council;
one of Academy Prep
School’s Inaugural “Five
Fabulous Females” and St.
Petersburg Chamber of
Commerce’s
inaugural
“Iconic Woman to Watch”
in 2012; St. Petersburg
Chamber’s 2008 “Young
Business Leader of the
Year”; as well as regular inclusion in the Powerbroker
Magazine’s annual list of 50
top minority leaders in
Tampa Bay; Tampa Bay
Business Journal’s “30
Under 30” Award; PEMHS’
“PACE Award for Community Service”; Association
of Healthcare Philanthropists fellow; a Kaiser Family Foundation urban public
health reporting fellowship
and a recent visit to Washington D.C. to discuss
health policy with key
members of the Obama Administration.
Tomalin and her husband Terry have two children Kai and Nia, 12 and 10
years old.
She received a Journalism degree from Florida
A&M University; an MBA
from the University of
Miami and in August 2011
earned a Doctorate in Law
and Policy by Northeastern University in Boston.
She will remain on
board with Bayfront Health
Network and HMA for the
next month, while working
with Mayor-elect Kriseman’s transition team to
chart strategic directions
for the city.




By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing parental and community
engagement: Where do we start?
This article will deal with a way—not
the only way—to increase parental and
community engagement.
We should start with talking with
parents in a “focus group” setting. After
all who is better to inform us than parents?
In April 2010, JWB South County
Community Council (SCCC) started a
non empirical study for increasing
parental engagement in the south Pinellas County (JWB has three community
councils: north, mid and south county).
During the 2009-10 year, three subcommittees were formed to explore
three goals:
1. Best Practices
2. Caring Adults Focus Groups
3. Outreach, Advocacy and Education
Focus Group: Dr. Judy Hall, Pastor
Martin Rainey, Jane McBride, Priscilla
McFadden, and Deputy William Lawson
Purpose: To determine why parents
are not engaged in education of children
Some Focus Group recommendations are listed below:
• That JWB staff use research and
focus group recommendations on involving parents and other caring adults
in helping children.
• That JWB consider reallocating
funds toward encouraging parent and
caring adult engagement with children.
• That all new RFP’s related to families include creative, out-of-the-box
strategies for parental/caring adult participation when competing for JWB
funds.
• That JWB recommend to its
funded agencies (those that include parents/caring adults’ participation in
meetings) place emphasis on meeting
content that interests parents.
• That when JWB funded agencies
involve parents/caring adults in meetings, that the meetings have an atmosphere of mutual respect.
• That JWB implement a strong faith
based approach to parent/caring adult
engagement.
• Recommend that JWB create a
simple listing of funded agencies as a
useful tool for community groups, parents and other adults.
The SCCC is encouraged to see
other churches, community and community-based agencies investing human
and financial resources in increasing

parental engagement.
A special commendation is extended
to these various groups including
churches that are including increasing
parental engagement their ministries:
* Mt. Zion AME * Faith Memorial
Missionary Baptist Church, * Department of Strategic Planning and * Title 1
-Pinellas County Schools, * Lutheran
Ministries, and * Parent Support for Education Council, Inc., PSFEC (a community-based non-profit).
SPECIAL NOTE: This column
would like to know about other
churches and organizations who are investing in increasing parental engagement.
Special attention is requested that
each church and agency evaluate their
efforts to determine the positive effects
in the following areas:
• The number of parent and community engaged (It is very important to
know how many parents and community are consistently engaged on a
weekly basis)
• Dismiss the idea that because
someone has many years of experience
they already know the answer
• Painting all parents with the same
“Opinion Brush” (Parents do not care!
…PARENTS DO CARE)
Remember there are maybe different levels of parent engagement –
Those who are engaged
Those want to be engaged and do
not how
Those who are confronted with personal issues that may prevent them for
being engaged at a higher level
With this in mind, where do we
start? How about asking the parent
using a focus group strategy?
Pastor Rainey is the President of the
Parent Support For Education Council,
Inc., Chairman JWB South County Community Council and also serves as Outreach Pastor for Faith Memorial MB
Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner, Senior
Pastor. Pastor Rainey may be contacted:
mrainey390@verizon.net or call (727)
420-1326
The Parent Council meets every third
Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at
the Resource Center, located at 1800 18th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg, adjacent to Faith
Memorial Missionary Baptist Church.
The community is welcome.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Sylvia’s restaurant now up and running
From SYLVIA’S , page 1

project. With its suave modern interior, chocolate-colored wood floors, red
cushioned furniture, and
even a picture of President
Barack Obama from Sylvia’s
original location in Harlem,
N.Y., everyone in the crowd
was all smiles.
“The ability to put this together is something that is
very special for us,” said
Mayor Bill Foster as he proceeded to cut the ribbon.
“This is a destination restaurant that will bring people
from all over the area to the
Deuces, and what a great addition it is to the historic part
of our city.”
It’s definitely an occasion
UDS President Larry Newsome has been waiting a long
time for. Urban Development
Solutions is a nonprofit organization dedicated to redeveloping businesses and
housing in low-income areas.
“We’re proud of the work
that we’re doing in this community,” he said citing recent
projects as creating over 200
jobs in the city. “We know
that if we don’t invest in our
community, we’ll never make
Midtown part of the seamless city that we strive to
make it.”
And although the point of
opening a successful restaurant in Midtown is to attract
customers from around the
bay area, District 7 Councilmember Wengay Newton
is happy to have a local
eatery within walking distance where he can spend
time with family and neigh-

borhood friends.
“It’s a great day when you
can enjoy a sit down meal
where you live,” Newton
said. “I think that is big.”
And with delights like
smothered chicken, barbeque ribs, yams, and collard
greens, being offered up to
authentic soul food lovers in
the area, the restaurant is set
to be a success. The new site
is the only one outside
Harlem and members of the
Woods family, who own both
establishments, were jubilant
at the opportunity to create
lasting memories and an additional home here in the
true South.
“We’re very excited
about the prospects because
we have a real opportunity
for people in this city to look
at 22nd Street in a whole new
way,” Woods’ Family Representative Kenneth Woods explained to the gathered
crowd. “We can do this, we
can make it happen.”
Woods sees St. Petersburg, especially the Midtown
area, as being quite similar to
Harlem and a great place to
expand their business. But
he cautions that part of
Sylvia’s success up North is
their relationship with the
people in their city.
“Harlem is renowned in
the black community,”
Woods said. “This restaurant
will not be successful if you,
the community, do not take
ownership in it.”
So head on down to
Sylvia’s, no matter where you
live, and get yourself some

Harlem-style fried chicken
and waffles, catfish fingers, or
some homemade macaroni
and cheese. Yes, it’s better
than your mama’s. Oh, and
don’t forget dessert. There’s
plenty of room. With a dining
facility designed to seat up to
a 150 patrons, you’re sure to
find somewhere to sit; although, if this past weekend
is any hint as to Sylvia’s business success, you might just
want to call ahead and reserve a seat.
The city spent nearly $3
million to renovate the Manhattan Casino almost eight
years ago. Earlier this year
over a million more was
added to the pot by both the
city and UDS to make way for
the Manhattan Casino’s first
floor conversion to Sylvia’s.
“This is something we’ve
been waiting for a long time,”
expressed Mayor Bill Foster
as he spoke of all the hands
in the project pulling the rope
in the same direction in an effort to make sure Sylvia’s became a reality and not just a
dream on some blueprints.
“To be here is something I
will remember forever.”
After the ribbon was officially cut, hundreds of hungry folks packed Sylvia’s on
the first floor and the Manhattan Casino on the second
floor for a night of delicious
free food and entertainment
by the band The Squad and
Alex Harris and his protégées from the Arts Conservatory for Teens.
A good time was truly
had by all.
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JUNK IN THE TRUNK
H OLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA
AT THE SKYWAY MALL
4100 34TH STREET SOUTH, ST. P ETERSBURG
Have you ever had an idea for a business or always desired to display your
gifts and talents to the public? Maybe you've started a business and
need more exposure? If so, then you don't want to miss this event!!!
Come out and display your gifts and talents right out of the trunk of your car.

Saturday, December 14 from 10–3 p.m.

There will be plenty of:
• Food
• Live Music
• Face Painting
• Hot Chocolate Bar
• And many more
fun-filled activities
A winner will be selected for the person with the best setup. A prize will
be rewarded to launch your business to the next level of organization.
Sign up today and get a parking space for $25.00.
You keep all proceeds made at the event.
Space will be available for vendors to set up tables and serve food.
Cost for vendor space is $45.00.
RSVP by December 9, 2013 – 727-896-2922 (Leave Message)

See page 12 for more photographs from this event
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Next STEPP Center celebrates 20 years of service
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Next STEPP Life Center (Services to Those Experiencing Pregnancy or
Parenting) celebrated its
20th year of community
service with an evening of
fine cuisine, music, and inspirational stories Nov. 2 at
the Manhattan Casino.
Sitting in the middle of
one of the most economically challenged parts of
the city, Next STEPP offers
free and confidential services to anyone dealing with
pregnancy and/or parenting related issues.
At the heart of the organization is Executive Director Carole Alexander,
who is also celebrating 20
years of service at the center. Her focus is helping
women and their families
achieve the best possible
quality of life in the midst of
challenging circumstances.
The lifeblood of the center
is a staff of well-trained and
caring volunteers who give
support and practical assistance to those who come
through its doors.
The 20th year banquet
event
was
themed
“Dwelling in Possibilities”
with an emphasis on building strong families – a key
element of their services.
Pastor Brian K. Brown of
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church was the
keynote speaker.

The three-course entrée
meal was accented with
Jazz, testimonials, and a
historical look at the center
from its beginnings out of a
former
neighborhood
crack house. Carpenters
For Christ from Alabama
finished rebuilding the facility in approximately two
weeks for a cost of $25,000.
Today, the center stands as
the beacon of hope for
women who end up with an
unexpected pregnancy.
This non-profit organization
depends
on
churches, civic and social
organizations, businesses
and individuals to provide
the financial and volunteer
support needed to operate.
The center also holds
fundraisers to support its
mission such as this annual
banquet, which is a major
fundraising event.
Mayor Bill Foster was
on hand to read a City
Proclamation proclaiming
November 2, 2013 as Next
STEPP Life Center Day.
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ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES

CHURCH MUSICIAN WANTED
EXPERIENCED CHURCH MUSICIAN
desired to work with Adult Choirs and Youth Choir
Rehearsals scheduled Tuesdays and Thursdays
Worship Services
7:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. every Sunday
Must be available for church fellowship engagements.
Send resume to: Trustee Board, St. John M.B. Church
3200 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Across from Wendy’s)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday





 















 





























Sat., Nov. 16 • Doors open at 7 p.m.
900 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg
Open Audience Discussion
Afterwards (18 and up)
Hosted by
The Crossing Point Christian
Cultural Empowerment
Community Center
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking Free changing lives for
nine years
From CELEBRATE, page 1

The Lord gave you the heart
to work with this population.
Saving the people no one else
wants to touch or to talk too. A
special and wonderful work.”
Marshall, a former coworker of Hersey-James at
CASA, joined with a chorus
line of many others who rose
to commend the ministry for
their efforts.
With much enthusiasm
former client Anthony Ferrentino, who served 20 years
in prison and now runs a transitional housing program for
ex-offenders, extended his
gratitude to Breaking Free for
giving him a chance to turn
his life around after his release from prison.
“We are salvageable,” Ferrentino stated. “Thank you for
helping the ones who are
down.”
Executive Director of
CASA, Linda Osmundson, expressed how proud she is of
her former employee when
she said: “I love the fact that
Clarissa pushes back and I am
proud of where she is
today...It’s wonderful to know
she’s in the community doing
what she does. There’s always
enough work to do. Keep it
up.”
Keynote speaker Jean
Jones spoke of her experiences with Hersey-James
when she was as a client in the
substance abuse program at
Operation PAR. Jones was assigned to her in 1986 and has
been a positive influence in
her life for almost three
decades.
“Clarissa gave us all a run

for our money. She was into
everything and if she wasn’t
involved, she knew about it.
But she was not going to let
anyone take her down too far.
With a little pressure she’d
give it up. She’d start crying
and tell everything,” Jones
said as the crowd burst into
laughter.
She also spoke of HerseyJames’ transformation into the
person she is today.
“Clarissa was also into
everything positive. She
worked with a determination
to change and to improve herself. She was smart, straightforward and open. She
stepped up to the challenge to
what she must do to get her
life back,” she said.
Jones related how she
would take her charges to different churches and HerseyJames would be so happy to
attend. So happy that she
would get so filled with the
Spirit that she would join the
church.
“I think she’s a member of
about every church in St.
Pete, laughed Jones. “Before
we’d go to another church, I’d
have to tell her: ‘Don’t you join
another church!’”
So proud of her former
client’s success, Jones’ counsel to others is that “God doesn’t want you to sit on your
experiences, but rather he
wants you to work with the
pain of your experiences. And
use them to show others what
He can do. God will transform
you into something beautiful
despite what you’ve been
through.”

Hersey-James honored
those who have helped Breaking Free throughout the years
such as CASA, Florida Department of Families and Children, Coquina Key Market,
Banyon Tree, WestCare
Foundation and Turning
Point just to name a few.
“It takes a community to
help turn other people’s lives
around,”
Hersey-James
stated. “We want to honor the
people who have been a blessing to us.”
After a big meal was
served, attendees got a
chance to work off some calories on the dance floor with
Hersey-James leading the
charge.
Congratulations to Breaking Free By Faith Outreach
Ministries, Inc., and its
founders Ernest and Dr.
Clarissa Hersey-James for
nine years of service to the
community.
For more information,
contact the ministry at 727894-6977, or visit www.breakingfreebyfaith.org

ChurchAlertz can replace
many costly and timeconsuming
tasks for much less. ChurchAlertz will get any message
across instantly at the touch of a
button. And because people read
their texts, you’ll reach a greater
percentage of your audience with
your information! You can even
include a direct link to a phone
number, email address or web
site so that recipients can contact
you instantly.
Get
started
today
by
calling us toll-free at 855-425-3789
and let us show you how you can
increase your sales and lower
costs with ChurchAlertz. Or
simply Text ALERTZ to 55469
(555444 in Canada) and a representative will contact you directly.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Montford Point Marines honored
From MARINE , page 1

World War II, the Korean
War, and Vietnam, could
get his new roof. But when
the inspector showed up, it
turns out his situation was
more dire than what he was
letting on.
Not only did the roof
need to be repaired, but the
entire roof structure. Conditions were so bad that
building officials would not
allow him to return to his
house until the necessary
repairs were made.
“We scrambled about
and came up with a little
money,” Byars said.
With thousands of dollars for repairs either found
or donated, volunteers
helped move Mr. Scott out
of his home back in May so
they could fix the dilapidated roof and make other
improvements to the home.
Mold was eating away at its
interior and he had been
without running water or
electricity.
Daughter Brigette Morton flew in for the special
occasion and was delighted
at all the attention being
thrown her father’s way. A
humble man that some
close friends would even
call ornery, Mr. Scott usually shies away from attention. Preferring instead to
serve his community
rather than be the main attraction. But at 87, the
Montford Marine is learning to let others in and accept assistance.
“He doesn’t like all the
accolades,” Morton said
speaking of his strong will.
“It was amazing to see his
level of receptiveness to
what everybody was able to
do for him because he resists help.”
Although overwhelmed
with gratitude, the tears
didn’t start flowing until the
early Veteran’s Day observance ceremony on Friday
was underway across the
street from his home at the
Wildwood Park baseball field.
Back in 1942, President
Roosevelt gave African
Americans an opportunity

to be recruited into the Marine Corps. Approximately
20,000 African-American recruits signed up during the
next seven years to fight in
World War II. All along, the
intent being to return them
to civilian life after the war
was over and leaving the
Marine Corps an all-white
organization. Segregated
from their white counterparts, troops were sent to
Montford Point, located at
Camp Lejeune in North
Carolina to receive their
basic training.
But attitudes changed
and when reality set in and
the war progressed, it became evident that black
marines were just as capable as any other marine. So
in 1948, President Harry S.
Truman issued an executive order to negate segregation thus deactivating the
Montford Marine Camp.
Just as recently as last
year, more than 400 AfricanAmerican alumni of Montford Point were honored for
their service in the military
during World War II. They
were presented with the nation’s highest civilian honor,
the Congressional Gold
Medal. But Mr. Scott and
two of his brethren, Mr.
Samuel L. Blossom (now
deceased) and Mr. John Tyrone Ayers did not receive
their medals. Although the
Marine Corps became determined to acknowledge
each marine that served at
Montford Point, some were
obviously missed.
But with a little persistence and a lot of follow-ups,
the City of St. Petersburg
stepped up and rectified the
oversight.
“It’s been a long time,”
Mr. Scott said speaking of
the shiny medal hanging
around his neck and trying
to find the right words to
describe his feelings of
being recognized for his
service after all these
years. “It feels good.”
As it should, however
Mr. Scott hasn’t forgotten
those long ago days. With

the segregated boot camp
and the all-black units that
ensued after training, it was
evident to the AfricanAmerican men enlisted that
the country wanted their
services to win a war, but
didn’t want to allow them
their freedoms. Some encountered racism, many
telling of being refused
services or having to sit in
special rail cars reserved
for black soldiers.
“I’ve heard the horror
stories,” Morton revealed
speaking of the social and
racial turmoil her father endured. “So to see him sitting there with that medal
and the look of joy on his
face, that is very moving
and it means a lot. It was a
long time coming.”
Richard D. Marshall of
the United States Marine
Corps was on hand to present the awards and recognized each of the three
veterans for their fighting
spirit. Gibbs High School
Honor Guard and the Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) were also in attendance to present the colors.
So with a medal and a
rehabbed house all before
noon, it definitely was a
good day for Mr. Scott.
“I have heard many
times that love is not what
love says but what love
does, and I see it in the
faces all around me,” Mr.
Scott concluded as he invited everyone to take a
look at his new digs.
Loans used in refurbishing Mr. Scott’s house were
made available with state
and federal funding from
the state housing trust
fund. Donations were provided by Home Depot, Badcock Furniture, Scott Paint,
Yutzy Tree Service, and
Ken Dye Lawns, Inc.
Beall’s Outlet, Habitat for
Humanity of Pinellas, and
E-Construction Group, Inc.
also took part in providing
services for Mr. Scott’s new
home.

Family of Samuel Blossom

Mimi Ayers with father John Ayers.

L-R, Benia Morton with her grandfather William Scott and mother Brigette Morton.

William Scott
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Boxing returns to St. Pete
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Following the success of
“Bombs Away at the Bay”
back in June, Mad Integrity
Fight Sports, in tandem with
One Punch Productions,
brings us “Bombs Away 2” at
the Bayfront Hilton in downtown St. Pete. The Nov. 16
event will once again be
heavy with local and out-ofstate talent, including hometown kid Clarence “The
Truth” Booth in the main
event.
Promoter Joey Orduna of
Mad Integrity Fight Sports
specifically chose to put the
event on at Bayfront Hilton
because of the surrounding
businesses and the “upbeat,
trendy vibe” of downtown St
Pete.
Orduna, a Seffner resident who works at a finance
company, said he got into the
boxing promotion business
simply because of his love for
the sport. “At the time we
started the company, there
was a drought with no shows
for over two years,” Orduna
said.
This will be the second
time in five months the St.
Pete Hilton will host professional boxing. There are
even more bouts scheduled
this time around featuring
some of the same fighters
from the first “Bombs Away”
event, such as Booth, “the
Son of St. Pete.”
Booth scored a decisive
win over Juan Aguirre in
June to bring his record to an
impressive 6-1 with 4 KOs. In
that fight that went all six
rounds, Booth showed both
his dominance and composure against a scrappy
Aguirre before taking it with
a unanimous decision.
“Booth is an ultra-athletic
boxer-puncher who dominates with physical strength
and precise punching,”
Orudna said of the young
fighter who was born and
raised in some rough parts of
St. Pete.
This time Booth takes on
Keuntray Henson, a 29 year

old from Memphis, in a sixround welterweight clash.
Also on the card is Amos
“2Smooth” Cowart, a rising
star who has yet to lose a pro
bout as he is 7-0-1. Cowart
impressively dispatched his
first seven opponents in his
pro career, with five of the
wins coming by KO. Most recently he took on comer
Chazz McDowell at the BB
King Blues Club in New York
City, where he and McDowell boxed to a 6-round draw.
A puncher with power,
Cowart is more than capable
of ending a fight early—three
of his KOs have come in the
first round. Orduna sums up
the 23 year old:
“Cowart is a seek-and-destroy type fighter who combines his speed, pressure
and power to break down his
opponent mentally and physically.” This Sat. he will go up
against Jose Valderrama
from Arecibo, Puerto Rico.
Rounding out the card
are cruiserweights Dan
Bolden (Lakeland) vs. Anthony Roby (Mississippi),






super middleweights Marlon
Farr
(Zephyrhills)
vs.
Rashad
Jones
(Montgomery),
welterweights
Miguel Cruz (Lake Mary,
Fla.) vs. Darrel Jones (Jacksonville),
featherweights
Shane Tenney (Arcadia) vs.
Christopher
Sanchez
(Puerto Rico), Jose “Pacquiao” Resendis (Sarasota)
vs. Luis Rodriguez (Dania,
Fla.), super middleweights
Josue Valdez (Dominican Republic) vs. Jerrod Caldwell
(Gainesville), Raynard Hill
(Clearwater) vs. Darrell Eacholes (Key West), welterweights Bryant Perrella
(Lehigh Acres, Fla.) vs.
Tommy Bryant (Naples) and
lightweights Tony Ojeda (Orlando) vs. William Fouth (Orlando).
Judging by the actionpacked bouts in the Hilton’s
first “Bombs Away” event,
this sequel should be equally
explosive.
Tickets available online at
madintegrity2.bpt.me or by
calling 813-507-5110. Bouts
subject to change.

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

  


 












 
 










 



NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Who’s doing your hair: Blessed by
the Best
BY MARLO SCOTT
Columnist

ST. PETERSBURG –
When money gets tight, one
of the first items people usually cut out of their budgets
is that standing appointment
at the salon. Instead being
pampered by the salon, people usually attempt to style
their own hair or reach for a
wig.
Well, with Blessed by the
Best in your vicinity, you
won’t have to make those
hard decisions. Not only will
you be blessed with affordability, but also they offer a
wide selection of hairstyles
from weaves, up-dos, braids,
to locks and curls and everything in the middle. If you see
it on television, they can do it.
Growing up in the business, owner Marion Davis’
mother was a stylist. Her
mother, Mary Wilcox,
started showing her the
ropes when she was knee
high to a styling chair. Now
all grownup, she could give
a course on how to run a
successful salon.
With the sleek décor—
all staged by Davis—and the
anointed atmosphere that
greets you when you walk
through the door, you’ll receive love, prayer and encouragement causing you to
feel blessed.
“I am blessed to be a
blessing,” said Davis. “It’s all
God.”
While attending high
school, Davis also attended
Pinellas Technical Education Center; so when she
graduated from Boca Ciega
High School in 1994, she
soon obtained her cosmetology license.
Once she was licensed,
she became an unstoppable
force. She has participated
in hair shows and has even
had a write up in the St. Petersburg Times. Her large
clientele is a testament to
her skills, especially in hair
weaving.
But, there are many
sides to Davis. Her work in
the community has proven
to be very fulfilling. She
feeds the homeless and provides hair care for them; she
donates her time and talents
to the local Job Corps and to
young ladies at the state approved girls home.
She also has a non-profit
organization called First
Love Yourself. Through this
organization she hosts a
bible study and mentors
boys and girls within the
community. From this entity
she has branched off into
two smaller groups: YoMama and Dream Girls.
This by far is one of her true
heart’s desires.
Happily married for
three years, she is the proud
mother of five children ranging in ages from 5-19. Being
a career mom is challenging
but she makes sure she finds
time to attend Word of Life
Fellowship Church where
Ellis Hodges presides.
In the future, Davis
would like to open a boutique that will carry fabulous
clothing with affordable
prices. She already has a
name for it—Pretty Purple
Boutique. And once you
step foot in Blessed by the
Best, you’ll understand why
she wants purple in the title
of her next venture.
Mary Wilcox
This seasoned hair stylist is the mother of Davis.
She was born in Quincy,
Fla., and relocated to Pinellas County in 1971. Raising
her four children as a single
mother, Wilcox knew that
she had to work to support
her family, and not any old

job would do.
At one point, she
thought she might like to
dress up and be someone’s
secretary, but decided
against it. So she asked the
Lord to help her choose a career, and she heard Him say
as plain as day: “You are to
do hair.”
She shared what God
told her to a couple of people
and they seemed skeptical,
which was a little discouraging but she persevered.
Wilcox decided to go to
beauty school and open up a
salon in her home. Unfortunately, by the time she finished school, codes had
changed making it impossible to get a permit for the
home.
By the time she finished
school she had built a small
clientele so her career was
off to a healthy start. She
worked under a hair stylist
for about six month and
then opened her own salon
named The Lord and Me
Salon. Her first salon was on
18th Avenue and 40th Street
and then she moved to Central Avenue and 16th Street.
“I was going to church,”
said Wilcox, “but I wasn’t
too involved in more than
that, so as time progressed I
started going to bible study
and grew my strength in the
Lord. He provided it all.”
As her daughters got
older she changed the name
of the shop to The Lord and
Ours. From the time she
opened her doors to service
the people of Pinellas
County, people came to the
salon just because the name
intrigued their spirit.
Once they came, they
stayed for the Christian atmosphere. Her salon stayed
so busy that when a person
cancelled an appointment,
she wouldn’t complain. A
cancellation meant she
could sit down for a minute.
However, once her
daughter Marion started
doing hair, there wasn’t a
minute to sit even with a cancellation. The salon would
be so packed it was standing
room only. The mother and
daughter team flourished.
For over 27 years,
Wilcox has been providing
quality hair care at her salon
or at her daughter’s. She still
does old school press and
curls, and yes even Jeri
Curls. Semi-retired, she
works at the salon two days
a week giving her more time
to spend doing the Lord’s
work.
Shantae
“Shani”
Walton
Fairly new to the salon,
Shantae Walton started
braiding her friend’s hair
while she was in high
school. She then began
watching her stylist do her
hair and others in the salon.
She observed her techniques and asked questions.
One evening her sister
needed her hair styled for an
event, and she jumped on it.
“This was my chance to
apply what I’d learned,” said
Walton. “I did ocean waves
on her and they came out
perfect.”
Those waves emboldened her and the experimentation started. Her
mother, Arlean Ayers,
wasn’t even safe. She decided to stop experimenting
and go to Loraine’s Academy for cosmetology.
Loraine’s gave her the
opportunity to compete in
competitions in local hair
shows. It was a way to display her skills on a technical
level and stay on the cutting
edge of hairstyling. A fierce
competitor, she won a
bronze medal at the world

famous Bronner Bros. Hair
Show.
Her first job was at Raging Hair Studio in 2001. She
feels that it was the best experience she could have gotten because it was a
multi-cultural full service
salon. She had the opportunity to work on all different
types of hair.
It didn’t take long for
Walton to open up her own
salon. In 2004 Creation by
Shantae was the newest
salon on the block. The next
year she also became an instructor at Manhattan Hair
Academy. Her commitment
to education has taught that
there is more to the business than behind the chair.
This motivated mother of
two boys spends her spare
time with her children. She
feels family time is vital and
said she’s married to parenthood. Everything she does
is centered on her boys.
Walton is a member of
Faith Memorial Missionary
Baptist Church and on Sundays when she’s not at work,
you’ll see her little family
there.
“I want to encourage the
client not to be afraid of
seeking a professional hair
styling service; it instills
great character in your children because if you look
good, you feel great,” Walton finished.
Joi Lane
Doing hair since the age
of 14 with her Barbie dolls as
clients, Joi Lane knew from
the beginning that being a
hairstylist was her calling.
After graduating from Osceola High School, this naturally talented hairstylist
gained her cosmetology license from Loraine’s Beauty
Academy in 1996.
After working under the
direction of a seasoned hairstylist, she decided to launch
her own salon named
Essence of Beauty that existed for a period of seven
years.
Lane enjoys doing precision cuts, hot curls and creative styling (up-dos, buns
and French rolls) with
woven or natural hair.
Raised by her grandparents, this virtuous woman
followed her dream to become a hairstylist even
though her grandfather was
completely against it. So,
she obtained a two-year degree from a community college to keep the peace.
Lane is happily married
and enjoys spending time
with her family. She loves to
serve God and on Tuesday
nights and Sunday mornings
you can find her at New Beginnings Ministries where
Elizabeth Carswell is pastor.
She loves being a stylist
but encourages youngsters
in the beauty industry to
spend as much time with
family and to teach their
children about God; not
spending the majority of
their time at the salon.
“Stay true to who you really are and don’t get caught
up in the drama. Remember
that God is the one who we
serve, not man,” stated
Lane.
Kiana Jordan
Once Kiana Jordan graduated from Gibbs High
School, she found herself
searching for employment.
After making several attempts, she decided to follow her dreams and become
a nail technician. She bought
a nail kit from a local drug
store, and she was well on
her way to realizing her
dreams.
Practicing mostly on herself, it took Jordan about a
month to get the techniques

L-R, back row, Joi Lane, Tymecia McAffee, Daniella Philie, Kiana Jordan,
Shantae Walton. Seated Mary Wilcox, left, and Marion Davis.

down. “I was a natural,” Jordan said proudly.
Jordan graduated from
The Academy of Beauty and
Business in August of this
year and quickly began work
at Joyful Nails located on
34th Street North.
The daughter of Homer
and Alice Jordan, this talented nail tech is making
waves at Blessed by the Best.
Her nail art is cutting edge,
and even though she’s young
and new in the business, she
can truly satisfy your nail
care needs. And to top it all,
her prices are reasonable too
with fill ins starting at $10
and $20 with designs.
In the future, Jordan
hopes to get a degree in
business and own her very
own day spa. “Follow your
dreams and be as creative as
possible and the rest will
come. It happened for me,”
she said with youthful enthusiasm.
Daniella Philie
Said to be born with the
“gift of hair braiding,”
Daniella Philie began honing
her skills on her baby dolls.
Born in Trinidad, this Boca
Ciega High School graduate
obtained her hair braiding
certification online in 2009,
and the rest was history.
“I was braiding my
friends hair at school and
was always complimented
on how neat and pretty my
extension braids were,” said
Philie.
Taking pride in her
client’s healthy hair, Philie
said that “healthy hair is her
business” and encourages
her clients to think the
same. She considers herself
a pretty artistic person and
brings this into her hair
braiding.
Once working for Heidi’s
African Hair Braiding Salon,
Philie decided to change careers and began working at
a bank — a decision that did
not allow her talents to shine
through.
“There wasn’t enough

versatility or money for a single mother of two. I enjoy
doing hair and the personal
satisfaction it gives.”
In the future, Philie
would like to get into clothes
design while still styling hair.
Tymecia McAffee
At 13 years old, Tymecia
McAffee starting braiding
family members hair. Where
did she learn her techniques? Why, YouTube of
course. This self-taught stylist graduated from Lakewood High School in 2011,
and graduated from Aveda
Institute earlier this year.
She loves doing sew-in
braids and up-dos. Still just a
baby, McAffee plans to become a force to be reckoned
with in the beauty industry.

Dr. Frogue’s
Hair Styling
Relaxer retouch with
haircut and/or demi
permanent color
ONLY $55 (Reg. $80)
Expires Nov. 31, 2013

Not only is she a hairstylist,
she does makeup and designs clothes. In the future
she would like to become a
traveling hairstylist doing
fashion show and magazines
shoots.
The daughter of Kimberly Green and Tyrone
McAffee, she’s a member of
Christ Gospel Church
where Bishop Preston D.H.
Leonard presides.
So if you’re in the market
for affordability, an anointed
atmosphere and seven divas
that can give you any style
you’re looking for, head
down to Blessed by the Best
at 1350 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg or give them a call
at (727) 320-5021. Walk-ins
are welcomed.
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Who’s doing your hair: Blessed by
the Best
BY MARLO SCOTT
Columnist

ST. PETERSBURG –
When money gets tight, one
of the first items people usually cut out of their budgets
is that standing appointment
at the salon. Instead of being
pampered by the stylist, people usually attempt to do
their own hair or reach for a
wig.
Well, with Blessed by the
Best in your vicinity, you
won’t have to make those
hard decisions. Not only will
you be blessed with affordability, but also they offer a
wide selection of hairstyles
from weaves, up-dos, braids,
to locks and curls and everything in the middle. If you see
it on television, they can do it.
Growing up in the business, owner Marion Davis’
mother was a stylist. Her
mother, Mary Wilcox,
started showing her the
ropes when she was knee
high to a styling chair. Now
all grownup, she could give
a course on how to run a successful salon.
With the sleek décor—
all staged by Davis—and the
anointed atmosphere that
greets you when you walk
through the door, you’ll receive love, prayer and encouragement causing you to
feel blessed.
“I am blessed to be a
blessing,” said Davis. “It’s all
God.”
While attending high
school, Davis also attended
Pinellas Technical Education
Center; so when she graduated from Boca Ciega High
School in 1994, she soon obtained her cosmetology license.
Once she was licensed,
she became an unstoppable
force. She has participated in
hair shows and has even had
a write up in the St. Petersburg Times. Her large clientele is a testament to her
skills, especially in hair weaving.
But, there are many
sides to Davis. Her work in
the community has proven
to be very fulfilling. She
feeds the homeless and provides hair care for them; she
donates her time and talents
to the local Job Corps and to
young ladies at the state approved girls home.
She also has a non-profit
organization called First
Love Yourself. Through this
organization she hosts a
bible study and mentors
boys and girls within the
community. From this entity
she has branched off into
two smaller groups: YoMama and Dream Girls.
This by far is one of her true
heart’s desires.
Happily married for three
years, she is the proud
mother of five children ranging in ages from 5-19. Being
a career mom is challenging
but she makes sure she finds
time to attend Word of Life
Fellowship Church where
Ellis Hodges presides.
In the future, Davis
would like to open a boutique that will carry fabulous
clothing with affordable
prices. She already has a
name for it—Pretty Purple
Boutique. And once you step
foot in Blessed by the Best,
you’ll understand why she
wants purple in the title of
her next venture.
Mary Wilcox
This seasoned hair stylist
is the mother of Davis. She
was born in Quincy, Fla., and
relocated to Pinellas County
in 1971. Raising her four
children as a single mother,
Wilcox knew that she had to
work to support her family,
and not any old job would do.

At one point, she thought
she might like to dress up
and be someone’s secretary,
but decided against it. So she
asked the Lord to help her
choose a career, and she
heard Him say as plain as
day: “You are to do hair.”
She shared what God
told her to a couple of people
and they seemed skeptical,
which was a little discouraging but she persevered.
Wilcox decided to go to
beauty school and open up a
salon in her home. Unfortunately, by the time she finished school, codes had
changed making it impossible to get a permit for the
home.
By the time she finished
school she had built a small
clientele so her career was
off to a healthy start. She
worked under a hair stylist
for about six month and then
opened her own salon
named The Lord and Me
Salon. Her first salon was on
18th Avenue and 40th Street,
and then she moved to Central Avenue and 16th Street.
“I was going to church,”
said Wilcox, “but I wasn’t too
involved in more than that,
so as time progressed I
started going to bible study
and grew my strength in the
Lord. He provided it all.”
As her daughters got
older she changed the name
of the shop to The Lord and
Ours. From the time she
opened her doors to service
the people of Pinellas
County, people came to the
salon just because the name
intrigued their spirit.
Once they came, they
stayed for the Christian atmosphere. Her salon stayed
so busy that when a person
cancelled an appointment,
she wouldn’t complain. A
cancellation meant she could
sit down for a minute.
However, once her
daughter Marion started
doing hair, there wasn’t a
minute to sit even with a cancellation. The salon would be
so packed it was standing
room only. The mother and
daughter team flourished.
For over 27 years,
Wilcox has been providing
quality hair care at her salon
or at her daughter’s. She still
does old school press and
curls, and yes even Jeri
Curls. Semi-retired, she
works at the salon two days
a week giving her more time
to spend doing the Lord’s
work.
Shantae
“Shani”
Walton
Fairly new to the salon,
Shantae Walton started
braiding her friend’s hair
while she was in high school.
She then began watching
her stylist do her hair and
others in the salon. She observed her techniques and
asked
questions.
One
evening her sister needed
her hair styled for an event,
and she jumped on it.
“This was my chance to
apply what I’d learned,” said
Walton. “I did ocean waves
on her and they came out
perfect.”
Those waves emboldened her and the experimentation started. Her mother,
Arlean Ayers, wasn’t even
safe. She decided to stop experimenting and go to Loraine’s
Academy
for
cosmetology.
Loraine’s gave her the
opportunity to compete in
competitions in local hair
shows. It was a way to display her skills on a technical
level and stay on the cutting
edge of hairstyling. A fierce
competitor, she won a
bronze medal at the world famous Bronner Bros. Hair
Show.

Her first job was at Raging Hair Studio in 2001. She
feels that it was the best experience she could have gotten because it was a
multi-cultural full service
salon. She had the opportunity to work on all different
types of hair.
It didn’t take long for
Walton to open up her own
salon. In 2004, Creation by
Shantae was the newest
salon on the block. The next
year she also became an instructor at Manhattan Hair
Academy. Her commitment
to education has taught her
that there is more to the
business than behind the
chair.
This motivated mother of
two boys spends her spare
time with her children. She
feels family time is vital and
said she’s married to parenthood. Everything she does is
centered on her boys.
Walton is a member of
Faith Memorial Missionary
Baptist Church and on Sundays when she’s not at work,
you’ll see her little family
there.
“I want to encourage the
client not to be afraid of seeking a professional hair
styling service; it instills
great character in your children because if you look
good, you feel great,” Walton
finished.
Joi Lane
Doing hair since the age
of 14 with her Barbie dolls as
clients, Joi Lane knew from
the beginning that being a
hairstylist was her calling.
After graduating from Osceola High School, this naturally talented hairstylist
gained her cosmetology license from Loraine’s Beauty
Academy in 1996.
After working under the
direction of a seasoned hairstylist, she decided to launch
her own salon named
Essence of Beauty that existed for a period of seven
years.
Lane enjoys doing precision cuts, hot curls and creative styling (up-dos, buns
and French rolls) with
woven or natural hair.
Raised by her grandparents, this virtuous woman
followed her dream to become a hairstylist even
though her grandfather was
completely against it. So, she
obtained a two-year degree
from a community college to
keep the peace.
Lane is happily married
and enjoys spending time
with her family. She loves to
serve God and on Tuesday
nights and Sunday mornings
you can find her at New Beginnings Ministries where
Elizabeth Carswell is pastor.
She loves being a stylist
but encourages youngsters
in the beauty industry to
spend as much time with
family and to teach their children about God; not spending the majority of their time
at the salon.
“Stay true to who you really are and don’t get caught
up in the drama. Remember
that God is the one who we
serve, not man,” stated Lane.
Kiana Jordan
Once Kiana Jordan graduated from Gibbs High
School, she found herself
searching for employment.
After making several attempts, she decided to follow
her dreams and become a
nail technician. She bought a
nail kit from a local drug
store, and she was well on
her way to realizing her
dreams.
Practicing mostly on herself, it took Jordan about a
month to get the techniques
down. “I was a natural,” Jordan said proudly.

L-R, back row, Joi Lane, Tymecia McAffee, Daniella Philie, Kiana Jordan,
Shantae Walton. Seated Mary Wilcox, left, and Marion Davis.

Jordan graduated from
The Academy of Beauty and
Business in August of this
year and quickly began work
at Joyful Nails located on 34th
Street North.
The daughter of Homer
and Alice Jordan, this talented nail tech is making
waves at Blessed by the Best.
Her nail art is cutting edge,
and even though she’s young
and new in the business, she
can truly satisfy your nail care
needs. And to top it all, her
prices are reasonable too
with fill ins starting at $10 and
$20 with designs.
In the future, Jordan
hopes to get a degree in
business and own her very
own day spa. “Follow your
dreams and be as creative as
possible and the rest will
come. It happened for me,”
she said with youthful enthusiasm.
Daniella Philie
Said to be born with the
“gift of hair braiding,”
Daniella Philie began honing
her skills on her baby dolls.
Born in Trinidad, this Boca
Ciega High School graduate
obtained her hair braiding
certification online in 2009,
and the rest was history.
“I was braiding my
friends hair at school and
was always complimented
on how neat and pretty my
extension braids were,” said
Philie.
Taking pride in her
client’s healthy hair, Philie
said that “healthy hair is her
business” and encourages
her clients to think the same.
She considers herself a
pretty artistic person and
brings this into her hair
braiding.
Once working for Heidi’s
African Hair Braiding Salon,
Philie decided to change careers and began working at
a bank — a decision that did
not allow her talents to shine
through.
“There wasn’t enough
versatility or money for a single mother of two. I enjoy

doing hair and the personal
satisfaction it gives.”
In the future, Philie
would like to get into clothes
design while still styling hair.
Tymecia McAffee
At 13 years old, Tymecia
McAffee starting braiding
family members hair. Where
did she learn her techniques? Why, YouTube of
course. This self-taught stylist graduated from Lakewood High School in 2011,
and graduated from Aveda
Institute earlier this year.
She loves doing sew-in
braids and up-dos. Still just a
baby, McAffee plans to become a force to be reckoned
with in the beauty industry.
Not only is she a hairstylist,

Dr. Frogue’s
Hair Styling
Relaxer retouch with
haircut and/or demi
permanent color
ONLY $55 (Reg. $80)
Expires Nov. 31, 2013

she does makeup and designs clothes. In the future
she would like to become a
traveling hairstylist doing
fashion show and magazines
shoots.
The daughter of Kimberly Green and Tyrone
McAffee, she’s a member of
Christ Gospel Church where
Bishop
Preston
D.H.
Leonard presides.
So if you’re in the market
for affordability, an anointed
atmosphere and seven divas
that can give you any style
you’re looking for, head
down to Blessed by the Best
at 1350 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg or give them a call at
(727) 320-5021. Walk-ins are
welcomed.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389



 


 
     
  
  



The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8

900 9th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship & Praise, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Prayer, Praise and Bible Study, Tuesdays, noon
Women’s Bible Study, Thursdays, 7 p.m.
Visible Voices Neighborhood Fellowship 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m.
Common Grounds Coffee House Ministry, Fridays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.



 
  

 





  
 
  



  





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Community Baptist Church

Mt. Zion Progressive

Our Mission Ministr y
Outreach will have a FREE
GIVE-AWAY of clothing and
household items Sat., Nov. 23
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Come

“Celebrating 85 years of
service in His name!”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Nov. 15 we will host the
kick-off of our ALL NEW
Young Adult Ministry. Join
us from 7 – 9 PM for Christian Jazz, fun, food, and fellowship. For ages 18 -35.
Reading and Math Enhancement Tutoring is now
available for grades k – 9th. If
your child is in need of tutoring in math, reading or improving their FCAT scores,
we can help. For meeting
times contact the church of-

and bring a friend.
Rev. Dr. Manuel Sykes,
Pastor. Elder Evelyn Thompsom Mission President. Information, call church office

727-866-2567. Bethel Community Baptist Church is located at 2901 54th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg.

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Events for November
Nov. 16 - the Music Department of St. Mark is sponsoring an in-house workshop
from 8 a.m. -12:30 p.m. for all
current choir members of St.
Mark and any new members
who would like to attend. No

registration fee and a continental breakfast will be served.
Nov. 17 - Church OutingMacedonia Baptist Church,
Rubonia, FL Rev. Danny
Thomas, Pastor.
Nov. 21 - Women’s Intermediate Auxiliary assisting
with Thanksgiving Food Bags:
Meeting at 7 p.m.
Nov. 23 - General Mission
Ministry meeting at 9:30 a.m.
Nov. 24 - Final day to bring
Thanksgiving food bags
Nov. 25 - Thanksgiving
Food Bags prepared and distributed (9:30 a.m.)
Leadership Meeting with
Pastor Brown and all Ministry
Leaders; Presidents, Vice
Presidents and Advisors.
Meeting Time: 7 p.m.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come and join

us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church”
2013 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. Worship,
Fellowship and Learn with us!
Mark your calendar
As God’s people, we are to
love and care for those that are
in the service of God and that
minister to us in holy things;
we honor our God by esteeming his ministers highly in love
for their work’s sake.
Our Pastor’s Appreciation
Celebration theme is titled
“The man of God who knows
something about God’s Grace”
- 1 Corinthians 15:10-11.
On November 17, 2013, we
will continue to express our
love and esteem to Dr. John A.
and First Lady Teresa Evans,
Sr., and Family, as the Friendship Missionary Baptist

Church will observe Pastor’s
and Family Appreciation Celebration honoring his 36th Pastoral Ministry and 16 years as
our Pastor.
The culminating celebration will be November 17, the
Reverend Dr. Alphonso Jackson, Sr., Pastor, Second Baptist
Church, Miami, Florida, will
deliver the message during
the 7:45 a.m. worship experience.
The celebration will end at
10:45 a.m. worship experience,
Sunday, November 17, with
the Dr. Gaston Smith, Pastor
of Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, Miami, Florida,
delivering the message.
We encourage all our
church members, their families, friends and the community to make a special effort to
be in church with us, Sunday,
November 17, to continue celebrating this great milestone
in our Pastor’s life. Through it
All, God Has Been Good - 2013

FMBC Appreciation Committee. Deacon Henry Webb,
Chairperson, Sister Naomi
Nesbitt, Co-chairperson.
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
worship experiences are 7:45
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday
Church School begins at 9:30
a.m.
Join us each Wednesday
for Noonday Bible Study or
each Wednesday night at 7
p.m. as we study in the book of
Mark - Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st Street South, Saint
Petersburg, Florida 33712.
Our telephone number: 727906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

fice.
Calling all men and
Young Adults, Each Tuesday
our Male Chorus rehearsal
takes place at 7 p.m., followed
by the Generation Restored
Young Adult Choir at 8:00
PM. Both are held in the
main sanctuary.
3rd Thursday of the
month – Men’s Unity Ministry – Calling all Men... The
Men’s Ministry invite you to
come out on the third Thursday of each month for their
unity fellowship and study of
“What a Man of God Should
Look Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - Now
meeting the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month 7 p.m.,
CARE building, 1906 9th Ave
S, For more information contact Min. Keith Murphy at
727-289-6057.

Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news,
and more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE.
Visit our
BRAND NEW website and
let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
Join our email list and
have your weekly announcements and event updates delivered straight to your inbox.
Visit mzprogressive.org and
sign-up today.
For additional information on any of these announcements, please contact
the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based
Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

Work At Resting!
A few years ago a mother sent the following note pinned to her daughters dress addressed to the High School Principal: “Please
excuse the absence of my daughter the last
two days. She has been suffering from a severe head cold. Since she has been home, she
has consumed 18 doughnuts, three quart containers of orange juice, a half-gallon of cranberry juice, four two-liter bottles of diet coke
and 30 Pop-Tarts. The house is knee-deep in
used Kleenex. Today, FedEx delivered seven
Chia Pets and four boxes containing the Clapper she ordered from the Home Shopping
Channel. The wallpaper has peeled off the
bathroom wall as a result of her hourly “therapeutic’ sauna baths. Our cat is in a state of
shock from being repeatedly bombarded with
Hall’s mentholated cough drops. Although
she is not exactly 100 percent yet, she will attend school today. Please do not send her
home unless she lapses into a coma. I need a
break!”
NO DOUBT: That mother needs some
rest. Although we are probably not beleaguered to the same degree, we could probably use some rest as well . Where does rest
come from? True rest comes from God. More
precisely, it comes from knowing Him. The
gospel allows us to know God. Believing the
gospel allows us to rest in our relationship
with God [Hebrews 3:l-4:1-13]. The faithfulness of Jesus motivates our faith which allows
us to enter into God’s rest. God’s rest is one
that we can enter into at any time.
Those who ‘have believed’ it, enter God’s
rest. The qualification for entering God’s rest,
then is straightforward: Believe who God has
said that He is and the finished work of Jesus
Christ on the cross. It all seems quite simple.
But it wasn’t so simple for that mother nor for
the Israelites when they had been instructed
to go into the land God promised them. They
thought they would lose their lives. The same
fear makes today’s good news seem like bad

news to many who hear it. It is the fear of
being devoured and losing one’s life; the fear
of losing control, the fear of seeing what one
values slip away. If we no longer have the
right to define our life paths then who we
thought we were no longer exist. Those who
don’t believe the gospel thinking that they are
preserving their lives ‘shall not enter into
God’s rest’. In fact, their lives become more
of a mess as they take a phenomenal amount
of effort to stay in control, to attain and maintain one’s values .
The myriad of intellectual arguments offered against the gospel is simply a smokescreen for the fear of being devoured and
losing one’s life as they had planned it. One’s
life that we have carved out, as it turns out, is
not a bad thing to lose. Jesus says, “whoever
loses his life for my sake shall find it”
[Matthew 16:25]. In losing our life by giving
our lives to Jesus, we then find our true purpose in life. We find what God’s purpose, plan
and will that He has predestined for us. We
find rest for our soul. This is called faith. Faith
takes courage. It’s not an easy thing to give
up all your plans and aspirations you have decided for yourself. Before I embraced the
gospel as a young sickly girl, my life revolved
around me getting well. This was my life and
I didn’t want to lose any of the goals that I had
set for myself.
When I finally gave up my life goals in exchange for the life our Father had designed
for me; my interests and priorities’ changed.
It was no longer me but whatever Christ in
me wanted I committed my will to it. I entered
into a holy space of time that is bound by a
certain day fixed by god [Colossians 2:16;
john 4:21-24]. It is called ‘today.’ And it’s always today. This is the ‘sanctuary’, a holy
place [Exodus 15:17]. When we present our
bodies as a living sacrifice unto God, God prepares us to be His sanctuary to dwell in. R U
Working at performing or resting?
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